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In Banana Land---One of the World’s Biggest
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Y“The cutting in done bp ne groes nkilled {n the business.”

BY FRANK G. CARPENTER,
Changuinela, Panama

« YA writing this in the pentrs of one|
I of the higgest bspana plantdtionn|

on earth. The hill on which T am|
sitting In 200 feer hizh and It com-
mands [a view of nore than 15000
geres nf the gresnest of green. The
green is all made up of hananes and
the fields Giraich ae for an I can eee
tn the went Revond them s annther
pigntation of 20,000 acres mote The
twao pinnlations belong to the benana
truat, Known as the Unlted Frult Com-
pany, and the¥ are only n part 34
the mighty estata which this company
owns In Ceéntrall andl Bputh Amearicn
and In the islands of the Ceribhean|
Bean. It has taken up about tys hast
banans iands { ihear Hections and|
it annually akips Lban by tha hun-|
dreds of milllonn, Fro tx fafms come
eomeathing ks three-fourths of nll the
hanAnan wo use, and 1t [s due to 8
gnod business methods that we arse|
abla te husv this frult much chaaper
than the apples we ralse In our awn
pack yarde, Bananas {rom Panama
ara sold in v . Washington ann
Chicago nt to 29 canis A&
v of ealal ex-
New York or

Virginia ®dring 2 <cantzs and u:}\\'aril

Eplece
A Sen of Bananans,

But A8 to the extept of the banana|
business and the part that this frult]

has in the Amertcan stomaeh, 1 1s!s'|!|t

write later Lot ma give you a View
of the gEreat’ banana #ea ag It In
epresd helow me At my rsight ~

the mounialns, the uppsr end of the|
Andes, which st this point are abput| o0
Ridge and of|

]l.»r.'hri:; as though It were a baby{ men Mknow Just how

8s hlgh ua the B
much the same color They glapa down
to the Ereen and bdbound what. as I

look, seems o VaBt gea of green bubhes,

Now turn and look to tha left. Tha
fea of green extands for Afteen milen
in that direction without a break, and
jt s the eame at the front and the
back. Almost as far as you can Eea
Lhern is gregn everywhera, except hera
and there where one of the high trees
of the lungle was too blg for cutting.

Now taka your glase and look more
cloke at the pilantations below ¥You,
‘The green ia not solld Toy can see
that it i= divided up Into great fields
or farms. each of which contains aboyt
n thourand acres, and that theres are
narrow  lines of rallroads running
through 1Y, with wagon rosda here
and there.. Those roads weres bullt
Lo get out the tunanas, Thera are 170
miles of rallways on this banana plan-
tatien, and they run through the farms
Itke the veins of onn's body, Teaching
all parte. The roads ars about thres
fuet wide. With o glass you can see
the stecl tracks shining out of the
Krean On some af tha roads are oars
loaded with green bunches, and on the
trunik 1 which crosgss the estats ars
piles of bananas corded up for the
traine

How Nannnas Are Handled.

Now take 4 inok ot thatitrain which|
ig approaching the hill. Hee, It has;
stopped and 1s taking on frult. The|
gang of Jamaica negroee {s  trans-
ferring the plles te the cars. They!
handle the frult very carsfully. The|
cars have hoen lined with leavea to
nravent brulsing the hananas ps the
traln goes aver the ralls, Each bunch
in lifted up inte the sir and passed
fram hand te hand to the men on the
There 12 no throwing or drap-
ping the bunches. Each s ralsed as

and in lald softly down on the ear. Tha
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LOADING BANANAS.
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“There arc 170 miles of raflrond

on this hannne piaptation y
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PECIAL

Week Sept. 9th.

Carpets, Rugs,
Maittings and

Lincleums

Ruge, either for the new home or

and we cordially invite you to inspect

department:
8.3x10.6 ft. Extra Quality Tapestry

9x10.6 fr. Extra Quality Tapestry

‘.?x}{Z Bungalow Woal and Fibre

9x12 Body Brussels Rug.
9%12 Axminster Rug ......

eneu

etc.
All Floo: Coverings Laid Free
Charge.

September is the month of Carpets and

preparation far the on.coming winter
months. Our stack is mest complete,

collection, whether you purchase or not.
Our window display will give you same
idea of the assortment presented, and the
following list of special price offerings will
indicate the savings to he made in this

Brussels Rug ......... o baeaa s BLLTE

Brussels Rug ... ... S e 812,78
9x12 {t. Extra Quality Tapestry
Brussels Rug , vaes e S13.75

ug . e I R & N1
9212 Extra Quality Velvet Rug,...$18.50

+...522.50
9x12 Pro-Brussels Rug .......... $8.50

A full line of Carpets, Inlaid and
Printed Linoleums, Qi dolf‘la, Mattings,

3 PIECE

PARLOR SUITE

Frames are made of mahoganized
birch, highly polished and so finished
as to show to best advantage the beau-
tiful grain of the wood. Upholstered
in green plush; either loose scats tied

tiyte: SPECIAL AT " §18.75

Parlor and Library Furniture

Our stock of 'Parlar and Library
the collection will be found handsom
and Library Furniture is adapted in
more ornate furniture for the parlor an
ates the proper atmosphere in the ro
matched suites. All are of correct and artistic de
ductions have been made on the following for this week only:

4 Piece Mission St

(Setree, Arm Chair, Rocker and Side Chair),
comfortable. Seats are upholstered in chase leather. Regularly $25.00. SPECIAL AT......

yle Library Suite

Thiz euite is designed along massive lines

Furniture is more complete this year than ever before. In
e specimens of the various period styles, Both the Parlor
appearance to the purposes intended,
d the massive, sturdy furniture for the library. Each cre-
om. Many single pieces will be found in addition to the
sign, well made and durable. Special price re-

The delicate and

$13.95

§l&nd the frult campany in

B | nantis. They have
1 jHnited States
k| menze mirket, 1

{Einnlng o pay, and 1t win aventually
1:n. al ETEAl valuye

M ileaves
I8 ileaver
f | nlant, around which they form s ehort
{I:llnh. and then gn out in a mast

GAS RANGES

in

tha any explozions,

many exclusive features

of

NEW METHOD

will reduce yeur gas bills; will not rust
or biirn out; will bake the same, sides,
top and bottom; will broil er teast
evenly without burning; will not hayve

_Come in and let us demonstrate the
New Method Range: an! explain the

Beautiful Furniture for the
Bed Room

The assortment of Bedroom Furniture runs from suites in Fepro.

Dressers like that fllustrated, sim-
ple but beautiful in design and made

of the varions woods. Beds, Chif-

fonniers, Toilet Tables, Washstands,
Bureaus, etc., single and in matches

sets and in the various woods—NMa-

hogany, Circassian Walnut, Quartered

Oak, Bird's-eye Maple, ete,

The prices are very low, and you
are assured of obtaining the best

quality, no matter what vour pur-

chase may be.

ductions of perind designs of extremely fine workmanship to
single pieces, which, though low in price, are of excellent con-
struction. The variety is extraordinary.

Future Delivery
Purchaze your floor coverings
for the new home now and we will
hold them for future delivery when
the home is ready.
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FousSHEE~BROADSTS

THE STORE THAT LIVES UP TO ITS ADVERTISING
INTERSTATE ADVERTISING SERVICE

i s

Cash or Credit

Any purchase made may be se-
cured by a small cash depasit, and
the balance of payments arranged
to suit the convenience of the pur-

chaser, Liberal réductions for cash.
S :

NAS GO FROM THE CARS TO THE STCAMERS 0N ENDLESS BELTS,"

bunches ‘are packed just so, It will tiake for the stemnmer which ln1 thippod off to-day The tralns wi!
many United Stales, 1) cdrry them down to the port and the
into. 2 car and how many 3

! s will go from thé cnrs on ond-
’\-?t-ﬁ belts of canvas right Inte the
Eteamars.  They are put in cold gtor-

Hiage, and remaln' there untf) they he-

Eln to fiy put on Blmilnr carrlars Into
the eold storage cars at New Orleann
or New Yark,

These bananas will £0 to: New Or-

11-lms or 1o Mablls, from whare they
§i Wil fty to the chint cftics of the Mis-
| Aissippl Nalley and the dands farther

|west. The United Fruit  Cempany
‘ﬂiil to supply our whale eountry, It
| Tan it divided Into mections, and thers

t 1 Is & port for ench eection. I am
1. t0ld  that the bananas fram Part
M I,Ir:.mn_ Costa Rlica, which lies alxiy

®3 AWAY up theée coust, all go 10
AW York and Boston, apnd thot thosa

{of Tamaica are shlpped Inrgely 1o Eu-

| rope

The European businass is extonding
ITving 1o
educate the people (hera to eating ha-
thiz ‘in tha
& bullt up an im-

gome tima they
| have had to mend frult tn Enropa at

|a loss. but the business 18 now  ha-

and ha

fn the Hanuna Plontations.
But let us go down and take a rida
_rh—m:s{i. this vast banana pléntation.
Wea havs Epecinl ‘ears and cap Btap
| where weo planss We pass for milés
through  noahing but banfnas, The
iraes sprout from tha grovnd and rise

81 to the halght ot R tWOLEtoAry hause,
1

Eich

eompased ‘of hrond ribbonlike
ht or nino Inched wifs,  The
wout from the hase of the

rur-uel‘ul aurve, hending over gn that
jthelr enca rustie and wave g the
hresten.

Neow we have left the edrs and are
| walking thy hn Frolt forest.  Fow
{dirk I i
and so 1 thit Lthey e out the
Ein. On évery gmide of tha view
Pis thn kame. Thete nre stalks and
frunks of binanas ns far as ‘we <an
®, and we wonder what we should

¥

wa should nnt g0 ra
aaleeln, Aax meh  has
vet when lost in the wildes
How the Treen .
Now taks 3 closs ook 6t the nlants;
Thier |16 near Bocan del Tarn, and the
BAnans Erows nowherse mora usuplant-
18 ih in hate

und and round In

i

nest

ind the topmnoet leaves ars tw enty nr
prhirty foat from  tle ground, The
yhhnonas are I Elzey nnd the
| Biiniehos ar Bte hre  blgger than
| thore of other 1

b stem I8 known a8 a ham), and

| the Jndividunl  binunas  Age m1lm'||“"“‘|"

{0 h
f n hl}nf‘h r'r fOomies, w
dighit or nine Kands 15 o falrly -amul"""‘"“": ot hundreds jof ithousandn' of

16, many 1

ar twelva, (| me of the bunches
hinve: a many H4g mevanlieen hands,
ning ten or twelve fingers
pa are ealled,

s range oll tha way fram
250 to A400 bananng, and this means
the wyisld of one plant. Tha binbnn
plant Yields only oné crop of {rult.
As goon a3 the bupeh In aut off, ths
stom In cub down mnd  other plants
sprout up’ from the roots. Thera s
no much thing aa planting the bapnans
trom the sead. 1f bannan ever hod
Hoeds they Have long slnes dldappetsed
from the lack of usc. All the plants
now grow from auckers or #prouts,
and they come up so readlly that an
eitite Wil yleld o continlons harvest
from’ yoap ta Mear without replagt-
|ing, ©On some spnts banfApa  trean
{have reproduced thelr kind for #fty

leaves ATe gn thick |

years, without raplanting, and at the
and the wileld was guite ns great as
At first,

Cuttlng the Fruit,

Now, 1st us stop and watch them
cuttine: fruit. This requires skill.
The bhananas: must not fall on tha
ground, an the slightest bralse wiil
maka tham unfit for shipping. The
cutting. is done b¥ negroes, who nre
aklllad in the business, Thay use long
lanoes with sharp steel blades, and
cut half way through the stem nt one
strolk=, This makes the bunch fail,
and the cutter catches It op 1t gently
drops ‘down. Ils now cuts off the
rest of the ptem, and ths bunch is
handed to the men who carry (Lt aff to
the oars.

I supposs it makes your mouth water
to think of eating a banann freah from
the tree. Such a banana would surely
cause collee. The frult ripans Sest hy
being cut green, and on nl thea, thou-
fand acres 1 eannot ses n single vel-
low banana It §s only at the porta
that I have been able to gat fruft te
nat. The green hananas will keap twao
ar three weaks after cuttine, and M
cut at the right time they tasts betrer
by belng nllowed ta ripen on the woy
to the marketa.

Elx Thousnnd Workmen.

Many peonls think that thore fs: but
Httle labor In ralelng bananas, There
WaS never a greatsr mistnke. When
the TUnited TFruit Company took up

thesa thousands of acres, they wers

covered with a jungle an dense as that

on the slopes of the Himalova moun-
taina, Tha ground was covarsd with
mighty trecs, some of which were 150
fect high, Those (irées were haound
together with vines and llanms, which
werg matted togeother and formed A
network of woven vagotation, Thers

were nalme of a scors of varieties, and
the mass of green wans 8o dense that
vou enuld oniy cut ¥our way through

with a knife and an axa All of thia

funula had o be cut down and turned
over, The blg trees, aoms af which
ware as large around ua a flonr barrel,

and some had even the diametsr of a

nogehead, wera left to rot where they
fell.

After the land wae claared and
barned over, the planta had to he aet
put at 200 hills to the acre. They had
o be kept clean of weeds, and this,
potwithstanding thelr naturs here 1o
sn generous that i the land 1a laft
trea tor slx months {t will all be Jungle
Again,

Afidl then some of the lands wers

swampy and they had to he ditched,
The rainfall here Is tén Incheés a month,

oF 120 jneher o yesr, and the banant

tree will not grow with lta feet In the
water. 1In #oma ather hinana plan-
tutlons the land 18 Ao dry that Irr1;-
sation i3 needed, hut Here the rainfall
iz just right. In planning tha planti-
tlons, roads and rallronds wers bun‘t.
Farmhouges and homes for the ﬂ\-:;I
wern put up at every fow miles, an
nlacksmith shops, stores and aficen
rere rocted.

“f\rltn:-jm‘!:er it takes nbput 6,000 men
10 work thesa plantations, and the
commiunity has to be housed, cared for

rulad,

s $How the Lahor is Hondled,

Tee mort of the men who work on
this hopana estata are J imalon negroes,
who were brought hare for e purs
phse.  They llve In Nitle shacka Beat-
terad Hore and thoere along the rnllrnn!:l,
and they go out [rem them ta thair
tahar. The officinle and foremen ate
whites, and the raspénsible parts af
the work ars done by Amaricans sant
harn from the Unitedl Btates Thess
men Are (he hest of the llpd, and
they raceiva excellant wagon Tha
nagroas are patd about the same that

o it wa should get lost, and \\‘nmlnw! PR
haen known to|

| tor elaaring, 60 much o
| dleaning and g0 much for

he tréns al the base Arn ap 1"!![
acound, af the thigh of Dresident T""‘ir!ln tall to (the tenth of n cert the

Im"ln.- spant on o eich bunch of pananas!

rtd of the werla, | 2ol

viald, but haro the avarage s a!d\"\n]d"'”“r"

the Jampicang rocel¥e bn the Pajama
fanal, and thelr Jaboe |5 sbout as eM-

A graxt depnl ot the work is done by
the {nl- and the man te g0 mich
anting and
picking the
fruit.  As IL ip now it costa about 320

per acre to elany tha lahd, and the|

manngers can tell Fou just how much
avery flant costs They have cosb
ke thats of & great factory and

#hpsts

and where o y oent goes. I 0y gnly
Yy Buch mat that bananas ¢an be
; 2t tha prices they bring )n the
States and sl give a proilt. The
v2a I8 one of patty scon-
feh In the aggregats mean a

XNot n Whittling Business,
As. T walked through the felts and
watched the greft greon bunchar heing

cut by the hundresds and carrisdg off (ol
the cars, I akkaod ones of the firemen |

ft Lthere would not be big moiey tor
an Amerlean to tomo here and start A

rival fralt trust, and whether a man

with & small amount of monety could
not engage in the businessn at A proft
e replied:

"It mileht Aeom mo if yoi did not

iknow the faots. The truth §i, that thia
18 no whittling  businens You have

Kot to have o blg eaplial And anough
to tnke cara of all %inds of .’Il:(‘lﬂﬂ!llll.'
Somatimen n disciuse will wipe out al

plantation, ana again n storm blows
wp and we ijoke the wholp crap. Tust a
fow vionthl ago we had a hirrlcine

hore which destroyed 180,000 bunches of &

bananaz In the spacn of five minutags
That happsns avary now and then, and!
It the property was that of a small
farmer It would mean total rulm.  AJ
big rvoncern like this can stand it on
accolint of the profit it recalves fromy
fts other plantations. As {t {a now.
there are many amall plantations, but
they sell thelr bananas to us. Wa pay!
them 28 cents a bunch, and at that they
“an do vary wall Nevartheless, the
total product of such men about hare’
& only 2,000 bunches a wask, which
Is & bagatélls in comparison with the
100,000 bunches we ship during that!
time. As to a rival trust, that might/
succead, but It needs good lands an
i féeat of ships and also good market-
Ing facilities In the United States.”
One hundred thousand bunches &
weelk, The man utter thess words ast
though they meant nothing. Naverthe-!
188, they were astonishing to mes
Have yvou any Idea what 100,000 bunches
& warlk means? It means 5,300 000
lb\un-.-hes bnr bansnas & year, for the
Anona businasa goss op
theuant all the year
A #ingle nunch sontains 160 ba
and from this placs alons ou?e;“n;lri‘
R}’.R'"““ forth something iike 750,000,s
Ar annum.  Wea have 100,000,000
noopie in the United States, inoluding
Alaska and the Philippina  Tslands, |
Thasé plantations could Ive avary ang
gr us sAven bananap n.n: hava 50,000,
00 1o spare, It could Ive thirty-five
talevary family, Bug tﬁln is onlv one
of tha United Frult Campany.  Tha
banana trust hap srorss of others, and
It ships from Costa Rica almaat double
nsnmlmg- bananas as from hoere,
- ships a vast deal from Ca
and it {8 huliding up in Guuta_rrl;ﬁ:egﬂé
Mantatlous, wihich I hope ta wvigit
within the next faw months. Tha
buginess s Inerensmg and the demand
for bannnas inéreasing as wall
The United States {s now using &0,-
000,000 * bunches of bananan every
twelve manths, or about 900,000,000
fingers per annum. You £an now gat
& g0od bangna for a cant or two al.
mosl Anywhers In our country, and
:]:-;a;' husiness has to ba blg In order te |
[ am told that It pays wall. It pays’
not only the ecapitallste whe hlE\dII: I'.-
but also the countrics wherae the!
Lananas ara grown. It1s one of the ahlse !
chiet of revenus ¢ tha trsasurios of
Panama, Costa Rles, Fonduras and
Guatemala, and it |s giving the work- !
fig imen of the West Indla Islanda
wnZeg bhevand what they can obtain
anvwhera oles,  Indesd, mueh of the
Aevelopment which ls now going on in
this part of tha world comes from
the bananm; and the future of thess
rountries is bright through ths In.
erarsa of the consumption of bananes
abrand. Tha'r use {5 growing by leaps
fand bounds In the Unlted States, ané |
they mre now making thelr way Inte:
the thiekly populated countries of Eus:
rope as wall, !
(Copyright, 1012, hy Frink O, Car|
paptar.) ¢

The Demanl Back of
Good Luck

Tells of its superlority more forcibly
than words. The voices of MILLIONS
call for it at the grocery store.

Merit has made it the cholce of the
people.  No other Baking Powder
costing so little does so much.

The Southern
Manufacturing Co.,

RICHMOND, VA.

| T A TR G - s S e )
road Rock Water
ts daily use is the best and th
%  least expensive form of gy
. HEALTH INSURANCE, &

W

ENGR

{ ing Invitationa and Statl
.nw.ﬁﬂf mn jons, Smﬁam:'uﬂd
guest,

‘Ball Book and Statlonary. Cosspangil |

Qid4 Bast Male,




